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MYU Double Diamond Workshop 2021 --- A Series of Workshops to Learn Basic Design Skills
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Abstract

This paper reports on a series of workshops, "MYU Double Diamond Workshop 2021 --
Discovering, Defining, Developing, and Delivering Design" (DDWS), which the authors
conducted from October to November 2021 for students of Miyagi University.

In ordinary design education, the focus is on design production assignments that allow
students to actually experience the design process. If design assignments are regarded as a
comprehensive "game," then the workshop conducted here can be said to be equivalent to
"swinging" or "muscle training." However, the skills acquired through such "swinging" and
"muscle training" are never used only in "games". Each workshop can be positioned as training
to acquire transferable skills related to design thinking.

Although the activities of each workshop are not original to the authors, and many of them
are considered standard in design education, the novelty of DDWS lies in the fact that it is
organized as a series of workshops based on a general design process model -- Double Diamond.

DDWS is designed for beginning designers, primarily targeting students who are just
beginning to become aware of the act of design. Although not everyone needs to design as a
"designer" in the strict sense of the term, by learning the basic thinking patterns and
techniques involved in design, in other words, by acquiring various techniques for "design
thinking," designers and non-designers will be able to create value in the various aspects of

the business they are involved in.
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