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Abstract

Background

Japan currently experiences rapid aging and decreased population; therefore, elderly
people should live in the local community they have adapted for a long time, even if their
recognition ability declines (e.g., dementia). The Japanese government has promoted an “in-
tegrated community care system,” a regional comprehensive support that includes medicine,
nursing care, and social welfare to sustain their dignity and support self-support for elderly
people. In order to achieve this purpose, an environment that supports elderly people by
residents should be established. In this study, baseline surveys on the comprehensive sup-
port environment in the subject town (A town) were conducted in the Miyagi Prefecture.

Methods

Baseline surveys comprise four groups of participants: (1) regional residents; (2) communi-
ty supporters; (3) staffs of regional clinics, drugstore, and welfare facilities; and (4) hospital
nurses. Among these surveys, survey results (1) for regional residents are shown.

The questionnaire survey was administered on regional residents aged >65 years. Ques-
tionnaire items are as follows: patient characteristics (age, sex, residential area, etc.) and an
impression of people with dementia. We examined the differences in an impression of people
with dementia for each patient characteristic.

Results

A total of 477 questionnaires were collected. Differences were observed in an impression of
people with dementia between the A-town area and the relationship between an impression
of people with dementia and patient characteristics (sex, difficulty performing activities of
daily living, and having a role in the local community).

Discussion

Using these results, various environments between the community and/or A-town were
suggested. Based on factors affecting an impression of people with dementia (sex, difficulty
performing activities of daily living, and having a role in the local community), dementia
was suggested to be improved by promoting the relationship and communication in the lo-
cal community.
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