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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess nurses' knowledge of hand hygiene and to identify
areas for improvement with educational programs and opportunities. A questionnaire survey
was conducted with 93 subjects, nurses at two hospitals. The percentages were low on types
and purpose of hand hygiene (57.1%), transient flora and resident flora of hand (64.8%), choice
of products for hand hygiene (56.0%), effects of alcohol-based hand rub (16.5%), and microor-
ganisms transmitted by contact (52.7%). Of the subjects, 76.9% had had hand hygiene training.
A significant difference was found in the hand hygiene training received at nursing schools
between the group of nurses in their twenties (66.1%) and the group of over thirty (25.0%). Of
the subjects, half had had hand hygiene training at the hospital. No significant difference was
found in hand hygiene training at the hospital between the group in their twenties and the
group over thirty. These results suggest that education is necessary on the types and purpose
of hand hygiene, transient flora and resident flora, choice of products for hand hygiene, ef-
fects of hand rub, and microorganisms transmitted by contact. Also hospital educational pro-
grams should provide reinforcement and revision for such training.
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