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Abstract

For the purpose of analysis of Japanese classification of disease, we compared the National Health
Insurance (NHI) classification and that of the Japanese Disease Related Groups (JDRG) with an Oregon
Health Plan prioritized list (OHP list) that is applied to Medicaid for the poor in the USA. The results
indicate that there are few differences in diagnoses between the NHI classifications and the OHP list, the
ranking of which is optimized for Medicaid. We conclude that the number of practical classification of
diseases for routine clinical medicine is in the hundreds, because the classification of the NIH as well as
the OHP list consists of approximately 700 diagnoses. Therefore, we suggest that an effective management

disease classification needs to incorporate several hundred of diagnoses and treatments.
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