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Optimizing university education on intractable neurological diseases through
improved information on medical treatment

Reiko Yoshida, Haruo Nagasawa”, Kouichiro Kawashima®, Yasuto ltoyama®,

Miyagi University School of Nursing”

Abstract

The development of medical personnel who are highly skilled in the processes of medical treatment is an
important problem. The School of Nursing at Miyagi University uses a unique approach. An ALS patient
and the patient's family appear at a special lecture for the students. This paper reports on a
questionnaire-based survey of the students' understanding and reactions toward the patient. Special
attention was given to the emotional reactions of the students and their depths. The students also
completed a written report from which the students' responses were categorized. The results showed that
most students had a prior interested in information concerning ALS. However, they had not yet had the
chance to meet an ALS patient directly. After meeting the ALS patient during the lecture, half of students
reported some negative emotions, which were described in these reports. The categories which developed
from the reports were the manners and attitudes of the medical personnel, care of the family, maintenance of
the medical treatment system, bioethics, and the degree of the patient's independence in regard to
treatment. Based on these results, the possibility of future modifications of the approach are discussed.
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