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Abstract

How should we treat public goods ? This is one question which forces us to undergo not only a complete
change in our thinking, but paradigm shift, as pollution and environmental degradation become ever
worse. Recycling of industrial wastes has also become a serious business with a view to a new type of
society where resources are recycled as a matter of routine. What to do with waste plastics as a large
category of industrial wastes naturally command our keen attention. Here I take up the case of Miyagi
Prefecture in its effort to treat waste plastics, compare its data with Japan's national average, and try to
identify a framework of waste plastics treatment so that more of this important resource can be recycled.
One must always keep it in mind that when plastics is treated in the conventional way, i.e., incinerating

it, we would always have to monitor the level of dioxin emission.
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