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History of Male Nurses
—A Study of Education and Legal Name System
from Meiji Era to Contemporary Japan —

Noriko Terayama, Etsuko Shiono

Miyagi University School of Nursing

Abstract.

Male’ s participation during the Meiji Era in the nursing profession originated from demands for
nurses on battle fronts and in psychiatric hospitals. These origins were influential in deciding the
future roles and duties of males within the nursing profession ; specifically, physically demanding duties.
This trend can still be ovserved in contemporary Japan, thus causing young males to question their
role within the profession.
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