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A Study of the Roles of the Public Health Nurse on Chid Health and Medical Services.
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Abstract

In the maternal and child health service system in Japan, public health nurses are central figures and,
as employees of the government work, at officially designated central and municipal health facilities. In
April 1997, the reformed Maternal and Child Health Law (Boshi Hoken Ho) was enacted. Under this
law, the municipal health facilities assume the primary role in health services while the central health
facilities assume responsibility for secondary level specialized care.

However, the state of these specialized health services, including the care of sick children by public
health nurses at central health facilities, is not clear.

We studied the role of public health nurse in child health care and medical services though a nation
wide survey of public health nurses in central health facilities.

The following results were obtained : Public health nurses are responsible for highly specialized
treatment for high—risk children.

There is a concern about adequacy of nursing knowledge and skills and about cooperation with other
specialists. The training for child health and medical services needs to be more substantial. Few
municipalities have organized systems of maternal and child health care.
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