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The State and the Problems of Public Health Nurse in Japan
Fujko Yuzawa, Yukiko Anzai, Kouko Takahashi
School of Nursing  (Course of Community Health Nursing),  Miyagi University

Abstract

Community health services—in Japan today are conducted by government administrative agencies. Public
health nurses are central figures in the community health service system and as employees of the government
work at the officially designated health centers and city and town and village.

In April 1997, the Community Health Law (Chiiki Hoken Ho) was enacted. Under this law, the role
and responsibilities of public health nurses has widened in scope, and thus, many in the field are faced with
the task of redefining roles within the parameters of this new law.

Graduates from Miyagi University School of Nursing are qualified to take the national public health nurse
license examination. Curriculum guidelines for public health nurse—training programs were also revised in
April 1997. Among the revisions, public health nursing has been replaced by community health nursing.

Their parameters of their role are much broader than the former. We foresee that community health nurses
well be expected to perform many more functions in the area of care than under their former title of public
health nurse.

In addressing the task of redefining the roles of community health nurses within the newly created national
system, we begun and examination of the role and function of public health nurses under the former system ;
a system which employed 80% of the qualified public health nurses in the country. From this, we hope to
gain a clearer view of the multilateral function of the public health nurses as a means of assisting us in addressing
the task of redefining the new role of community health nurses.
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