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Inland waterway tourism in Europe and the regional development
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Abstract

Inland waterway tourism in Europe has been nowadays developing‘from_the 505 .of the
fofmer century, inheriting the develéped waterway transportation system. This paper ajms
to give a:n overview of this tounsm especmlly in France. The inland waterway tourism in
France is baséd on three dimensions: "blue", "green" and "gray“ At first, the blue dlmensmn
is the most basic element of this type of tourism, which is repesented by river cruise and
leisure navigation in inland waterways. Then "green" dimension is concerned with the rural
tourism practiced near the waterways. At last "gray" dimension reﬁreéents the urban areas
where waterways flow. Thgse tilree dimensions cornstitute so called "e tourisme fluvial" in a
wide sense.. And this syrit;hetic type of tourism can contribute to the regional development.

The government and local governments are trying to promote this tourism.
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R 1 Mémento du tourisme, Direction du tourisme, 2000, p. 124.
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