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Value-added TOEIC Grading System
Tomoyuki TSURUOKA®

Abstract

Since April 2009, value-added TOEIC grading system has been introduced into the required English classes
composing of English 1, English ITand English Ilfor the first and second year students at Miyagi University.
The TOEIC (Test of English for International Communication) is a very important component in the new
curriculum. The TOEIC test is an inter-departmental event that is held annually for students of both campuses.
TOEIC scores greatly affect the final grade for English I in the first year and English I in the second year. In
particular, for the grading of English II, these TOEIC scores taken in the first year and second year are
compared. If a student’ s score increases, the improved score is added to the original score and positively
evaluated. On the other hand, if their score decreases, the lower score is deducted from the original score and
negatively evaluated. Meanwhile, we need to be aware of the performance gap between high-and low-motivated
students under this grading system and take care that the system is educationally appropriate so that students,
teachers and other interest groups, including external evaluators, and company recruiters, find it reasonable and
easy to understand. I discuss present critical issues regarding this system and propose future directions.
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