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Abstract

In Japan, alcoholic beverage sales have decreased continuously since 1975. It is considered that sake
1s not drunk by modern young consumers. This study investigates the sake drinking style of young
consumers, then develops a sake that is tailor-made to their preferences, and thereby helps younger
people to understand sake. Kuranohana rice, which is used specifically for sake brewing, is cultivated
by students, who do the rice planting and harvesting. Furthermore, group interview was performed
with young consumers. Results show that the ideal sake for them is one that is 'inexpensive', and
'smooth', and which can be drunk by 'gulping'. Furthermore, young consumers like sake that is
‘fruity’, not smelling strongly of sake', and 'easily combined with many foods or dishes’, and sake that
has a 'good label and sake bottle design'. 'Kirarin' sake was produced. 'Kira' means brightly shining,
symbolizing 'brightly shining new products’, 'glittering stars in Tsubonuma area in Taihaku, Sendai’,
and 'brightly shining night view from the university'. 'Rin' means rings, symbolizing the Kanbai
Brewery, the University, and the Tsubonuma area, which are linked as a ring. Furthermore, the ring
makes an attractive label design. 'Kirarin' characteristics are as follows: alcohol 17.7%, gravity +2.5,
acidity 2.0, amino acidity 1.3, and glucose concentration 1.0%. 'Kirarin' and four other kinds of sake
were mutually compared using sensory evaluation. 'Kirarin' is sold at two Sendai liquor shops and the
student cooperative (CO-OP) on campus. Advice from the shops included the following: 'Make posters
for promotion' and 'Have students help with sales activities. Customers report that 'Kirarin' has a
light taste.

Results of this study show that development of new sake products is beneficial as a research activ-
ity. We recommend practical instruction of sake brewing processes in Food Systems education related
to production materials, production, label design, and sales by students. The experiment was a novel
experience for students and was educationally effective for our department.

(Received November 10, 2008 ; Accepted February 17, 2009)
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