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Nurses' Discretion in Medical Practice
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Abstract :

With the increasing number of people who suffer from diseases related to an aged society, it has
become more common for nurses to practice medicine if a patient's condition changes when doctors are not
present. This has led to increased attention on the issue of nurses' discretion. Discretion involves judgment
and practice, and it requires a legal basis and definition of responsibility.

The purpose of this study was to examine the discretion of nurses, with respect to their legal right,
malpractice and liability in medical practice.

The results of the study include:

1. Individual nurses need to predict the possible risk to a patient and to get an advance direction from a
doctor so that they can act appropriately in the event of a change in a patient's condition.

2. More studies should be conducted to find out exactly what nurses currently do with respect to specific
medical practice.

3. Clear guidelines and education concerning the liability of nurses should be developed.
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