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Does Smiling Improve the Impression of Faces
with a Cleft Lip and Palate?

Ken Masame'’ , Tomoaki Adachi® , Shoko Kochi®’
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Abstract :

Two rating experiments were carried out to examine whether smiling improves the impression of the
faces of subjects with a cleft lip and palate. Results from the first experiment showed that when viewing
captured video clips and/or photo images, people’ s impressions of the faces of subjects with a cleft lip and
palate improve. We also found that the impression left when people with a cleft lip and palate smile were no
different from those left by people with faces without such deformities. In our second experiment we
examined the influence smiling has on the perceptual saliency of facial deformities. The results showed that
the severity of the facial deformity does not influence the effect of smiling on creating a positive facial
impression. We conclude that smiling by persons with a cleft lip and palate improves the impressions others
have of their face in the same way that smiling improves the impression people have of a face that is not

deformed.
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