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Abstract :

The purpose of this study was to examine nursing students' motivations for entering university.
The participants in this study were 228 first-year students in the nursing departments of three
universities. They were asked to fill out a questionnaire about their motivations for entering
their particular university and whether they had taken the entrance examinations for another
school.

Responses to the 22 items in the motivation section were examined by factor analysis. The
results showed that the students' motivations could be grouped into six categories: length of
course, nursing-oriented, quality of the university, individual academic record matches university
level, social influence, and recommendation by another person. The factor scores were compared
by sex, nursing experience, and whether the participant had taken the entrance examination for
nursing school and/or another department. The students who took the entrance examination for
nursing school and the students who had had experience with nursing scored significantly higher
in the category "nursing-oriented”, whereas the students who took the entrance examination for
another department scored significantly lower. Female students scored significantly higher on

"quality of university" than male students.
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