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Abstract

More than 20 years have passed since Japan’s Law for Promotion of Utilization of Recyclable
Food Waste was enacted in 2001. The recycling rate in the food service industry was 35%, as
of 2022, which is low compared to 96% in the food industry as whole. This difference is due to
the fact that the food service industry handles a smaller scale of establishments; a larger
variety and smaller quantity of foodstuffs; and elements that are more difficult to manage,
such as customers' leftovers. In this study, after describing the legal framework, we analyzed
the current status of initiatives among the top 50 Japanese food service companies, based on
a survey of the Japanese food service industry published by Nikkei Md in June 2023. We found
a correlation between total sales and a firm’s recycling implementation rate. In all industry
categories, the recycling rates for waste oil and food waste were high, and there was a tendency
for restaurants to ask customers to cooperate in ordering and consuming at a rate that

minimizes leftovers.
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