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Abstract

We report on the development process of the “GATEWAY: Encyclopedia for Inquiry,” inquiry
learning materials using ICT.

In Japanese high schools, “Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Study” has been
made compulsory since the 2022 fiscal year. Exploratory learning is described as “the
progressive repetition of problem-solving activities” and “a series of intellectual efforts to
explore and identify the essence of things concerning the self.” While Inquiry-Based Learning

» «

is implemented in each high school, “support for setting themes,” “utilization of local
educational resources,” and “utilization of ICT” are regarded as issues.

Against the background of the above-mentioned three issues of concern, Owner Inc.
developed “GATEWAY: Encyclopedia for Inquiry.” GATEWAY offers online teaching material
that is accessed by individuals using tablets and other devices. One of GATEWAY’s
characteristics is that it publishes articles from various inquirers who are active in local
communities. This article aims to provide high school students with an opportunity to
recognize and explore their interests by exposing them to the lifestyles of various local
inquirers. The development of this teaching materials was not completed within a single
company but was a collaborative effort with high schools and universities.

Furthermore, the concept of “human-centered design” was emphasized in the development of
the gateway. We asked high school students to use the service’s pilot version and used the
feedback to improve it. A questionnaire survey conducted among high school students in July
2022 and a subsequent survey showed that 88.4% of the respondents responded positively to
the service. The usefulness of the service was confirmed.
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