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A Nursing Student’s Perception of Care for the Family of a Child with Cancer
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Abstract : ' | '

The purpose of this study was to describe how a nursing student perceived the family of a child with cancer,
and what sort of nursing care she felt necessary. We distributed an open — end questionnaire to a nursing student and
analyzed the data qualifatively. The student observed six facts as characterizing the situation of the family of a child
with cancer: “they tend to be isolated,” “they are in an unbearable situation,” “they restrain their sorrow,” “they live a
child — centered life,” “they want to do anything for the child,” “they want to be with the child as long as possible.” The
student also felt the need for her as a nurse, “to reduce the physical burden of the family,” “to help the family live a
normal daily life,” “to help the family have some free time,” “help the family remain mentally stable,” “to help the
family remain willing to support the child’'s battle with cancer,” “to help with the family members expression of
feelings for one another,” “to encourage the family to have exchanges with other families plagued with cancer,” “to
get involved to help the family play their roles as family members,” “to get involved to bring a smile back to the
child’s face.” The nursing student thought that she needed to help the family reduce their physical burden, to help
them live a normal daily life, and to provide mental support for all the family members, including the mother who
stayed and took care of the child. The student also felt that the family members were lonely, and therefore, provided
assistance to the family so that they could express their feelings for one another, urged them to have exchanges with

other families in a similar situation, and helped raise the family’s willingness to support the child’s battle with cancer.
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