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among Surgical Patients Admitted to ICU/HCU
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Abstract :

The purpose of this study was to identify the factors which contribute to the development of pressure
ulcers among surgical patients admitted to ICU/HCU.

; Data were obtained on 81 of the 272 patients admitted to the intensive care unit (ICU) or the high
care unit (HCU) of a 606 —bed tertiary care hospital for a three — month period. The mean age was 60. 0
years (SD = 15.8), and the mean APACHE II score was 7.8 (SD =4. 3).

The incidence of pressure ulcers among the patients in this study was 9. 9%. A multivariate analysis
demonstrated that the key factors in the development of pfessure ulcers were emergency hospital
admission, the lateral and prone position of the patients during the surgery, and the body mass index (BMI).
The receiver —operating characteristic (ROC) curves for BMI show the optimal balance between
sensitivity and specificity at 20. 37 (75. 0%, 78.1%).
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