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Mothers’ Involvement with their Children’s Surgery
— Effects on Mothers of Surgery Orientation Using a Picture Book —

Maki Oike?’
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Abstract :

" The purpose of this study was to determine what kind of effect surgery orientation using a picture
book has on mothers in understanding their children’s surgery. The subjects were 10 preschool children
who were hospitalized for an operation in the children’s ward of a general hospital and their mothers. They
all received surgery orientation which used a picture book. We obtained data through a questionnaire
survey and participant observation.

The mothers were able to obtain concrete ideas of their children’s surgery by watching the picture
book. During and after the orientation, the mothers explained the surgical procedure to their children in a
language the preschool children could understand, encouraged and praised them for their bravery for
undergoing the surgery. Also, the mothers used the picture book effectively in dealing with the preschool
children.
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