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The Qualification and Gender of Nurses Working in Japanese Mental Hospitals:
A Comparison with General Hospital Nurses

Mikika Abe"
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Abstract : '

The purpose of this research was to determine the qualification and gender of nurses who worked in mental
hospitals. A comparison was made between nurses in mental hospitals and general hospitals. The findings
are as follows : ( 1 )Mental hospitals have more licensed practical nurses than registered nurses, and the
percentage of male nurses (about 20% )is higher than at general hospitals. ( 2 ) The increase in the number
of male nurses is greater in general hospitals than in mental hospitals.

These findings suggest the need for further research on how mental hospitals will maintain the quality of

nursing, and on the male nurses’role in mental hospitals.
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