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Current Status and Issues of Community Maternal and Child Health Activity in Miyagi Prefecture (2nd report)
—From an Analysis of the Empirical Health and Welfare Learning Project during Puberty —

Kayoko Kuwana, Tamami Onuma, Etsuko Shiono, Akiko Sakajo, Junko Sakahara

Miyagi University School of Nursing

Abstract

A fact-finding survey was conducted to clarify the present status and issues of the "empirical health and
welfare learning project during puberty" in regional communities in Miyagi Prefecture (excluding Sendai
City). Questionnaires were first distributed to 29 community authorities in which empirical learning
projects were planned to allow junior and senior high school students come into contact with infants and
children as part of maternal and child health activities in fiscal year 1997. Twenty-seven community
authorities responded. A total of 13 projects were conducted by 12 community authorities in fiscal year
1999. An interview questionnaire was then administered to the 11 authorities that gave their consent.

The results showed that 3rd grade junior high school students most frequently participated in 5 projects
related to activity in kindergartens, nursery schools, or infant health examinations. One project consisted
of an average of 2.8 activities and 3 types of jobs. Five projects were included in home economics lessons at
school. A coalition between the learning project and related institutions or jobs and assurance of manpower
have been raised as issues to be considered. It is also necessary to clarify the purpose of the project and
evaluate the projects before and after empirical learning. The methods of intervention by the nursing
profession is considered a future issue.
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